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influence, was converted into the statement that he was an ex-
traordinary debtor to the bank. For neither of these imputa-
tions was there any rational foundation. Mr. "Webster was too
wise and circumspect, and too great a man, to place himself
under peculiar obligations to any corporation which might
have interests liable to be acted upon by him in his public
capacity; and it is my firm belief that he never was influenced,
in any public act or opinion, by any private relation that may
have subsisted even between himself and any portion of his
immediate constituents or of his personal friends. I am
not unconscious of what this remark implies ; and here-
after I shall proceed to justify it, in relation to another
topic, concerning which full information will be given to
my readers. At present, I must ask their attention to the
miserable origin of the particular charge that is here ad-
verted to.

On the ITth of March, 1834, the Yice-President, Mr. Yan
Buren, communicated to the Senate a paper containing the
proceedings and resolutions of a meeting, held in York County,
Pennsylvania, by " friends of the Administration," in favor of
the removal of the deposits from the Bank of the United States,
and against the recharter of that institution. Mr. Webster had
been furnished with evidence, from the same locality, that this
paper misrepresented the sentiments not only of the bulk of the
people in the county, but of the persons who attended the meet-
ing ; and he presented this evidence to the Senate. A discus-
sion thereupon ensued, in the course of which Mr. Poindexter,
of Mississippi, made known the feet that, when this paper
reached the hands of the Yice-President, it contained, as part
of its preamble, a gross libel on Mr. "Webster, which had been
stricken from it before it was presented by the Chair. Ex-
planations were then made, from which it appeared that the
Yice-President had pointed out the offensive paragraph to the
Senators from Pennsylvania, and that it had been stricken
out by them. It was read in the Senate, Mr. Webster himself
calling for it, and was in these words:

" One word in conclusion. Daniel "Webster, now a Senator, and a
champion of the bank, was, at its creation, a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Then the bank was not his client, and he was opposed to